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SUB J : GOI ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR ZINC SMELTER 

REF: 75 DUBLIN 336 

1 . THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (IDA) ANNOUNCED FEB 23 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND INTENDS TO GO AHEAD WITH PLANS 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A ZINC SMELTER TO UTILIZE THE OUTPUT OF 
THE NAVAN ZINC/LEAD MINES (REFTEL). A DEADLINE OF MARCH 31, 1977 
HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AS THE DATE WHEN PLANS FOR THE SMELTER WILL 
BE FINALIZED. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT IT WOULD TAKE A MINIMUM OF 

THREE YEARS THEREAFTER BEFORE THE SMELTER COULD BECOME OPERATIONAL. 
THE SMELTER, AS CURRENTLY ENVISAGED, WOULD HAVE AN ANNUAL OUTPUT 
OF BETWEEN 100,000 AND 150,000 TONS OF ZINC METAL AND WOULD PROVIDE 
DIRECT EMPLOYMENT FOR SOME 400 WORKERS. COST AT CURRENT PRICES 
IS ESTIMATED AT 50 MILLION POUNDS. 

2. THE GOVERNMENT IS EXPECTED TO TAKE A SHARE OF AT LEAST 10 
PERCENT IN ANY SMELTER BUILT, AND IDA INDICATED THAT IT HAS 
WRITTEN TO ABOUT 40 COMPANIES INVITING THEM TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE 
PARTICIPATION IN THE SMELTER. CANDIDATES FOR PARTICIPATION 
MUST MEET SEVERAL CONDITIONS. THEY WILL BE REQUIRED TO HAVE 
ACCESS TO A MARKET OUTLET FOR BOTH THE ZINC METAL AND FOR SUCH 
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HAD EXPERIENCE, BOTH TECHNOLOGICAL AND MANAGERIAL, IN THE 
OPERATION OF ZINC SMELTERS ELSEWHERE. THE IDA STATED THAT, IN 
SELECTING A PARTICIPANT COMPANY, PREFERENCE WILL BE GIVEN TO 
THOSE WHICH HAVE PROPOSALS FOR THE UTILIZATION OF THE SMELTER 
OUTPUT IN IRISH INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS. 

3. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE IDA WILL BE PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE 
DIRECT CASH GRANTS TOWARD THE COST OF FINANCING THE SMELTER, 
BUT IT IS EXPECTED THAT SUCH GRANTS WILL NOT EXCEED 5 TO 7 
PERCENT OF THE TOTAL CAPITAL COST. EXPORT PROFITS FROM THE 
REFINERY WILL BE EXEMPT FROM IRISH COMPANY TAXES UNTIL 1990. 

4. COMMENT: THE PROJECT IS STILL IN A VERY PRELIMINARY STAGE, 
AND THE TERMS ARE VAGUE AT THIS TIME. PRESUMABLY, AS THE IDA 
NEGOTIATES WITH INTERESTED PARTIES, A CLEARER PICTURE OF GOI 
REQUIREMENTS WILL EMERGE. CURLEY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ZINC, MINING INDUSTRY, METAL PRODUCTS, INDUSTRIAL PLANTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DUBLIN00365 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760069-0882 
From: DUBLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760221 /aaaaarjo.tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 DUBLIN 336 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: castelsl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 3 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 JUL 2004 by schwenja>; APPROVED <25 AUG 2004 by castelsl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOI ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR ZINC SMELTER 
TAGS: EMIN, El, INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



